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Background 
The HOLAS II assessment is in process and, therefore, there is a need for data from Contracting Parties. For 
the coastal eutrophication assessment, the contracting parties have delivered data from the national 
indicator results under the water framework directive (WFD) to the EUTRO-OPER project which ended in 
2015. The work from EUTRO-OPER is continued in the group IN-Eutrophication. 
 
The contracting parties are for the HOLAS II assessment in relation to eutrophication given the opportunity 
to report new data or results from the national coastal assessment either aggregated as WFD water bodies 
or water types.   
 
Denmark has to the EUTRO-OPER project reported WFD indicator results for 14 water types, according to 
the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy (2013) level 4, instead of the approximately 100 water 
bodies used in the national coastal eutrophication assessment under the WFD. To have an optimal use of 
the Danish coastal data and to avoid inconsistency between the HELCOM eutrophication assessment for 
coastal waters and the Danish eutrophication assessment under the WFD, Denmark wish to report data for 
the approximately 100 Danish water bodies to be included in the eutrophication assessment for HOLAS II 
instead of 14 water types outlined as assessment unit level 4 in the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment 
Strategy.   
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the coastal assessment units to be used in the Danish coastal waters 

in the eutrophication assessment.  

 

  

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Monitoring%20and%20assessment%20strategy.pdf
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Unit in the Danish coastal eutrophication assessment  
The Danish coastal assessment under the water framework directive is divided into 119 water bodies. The 

Danish coastal eutrophication assessment is based on data eelgrass’ depth limit, chlorophyll a 

concentration, and zoobenthos (DKI index). When Danish coastal data were reported to the EUTRO-OPER 

project, data were aggregated into 14 water types (Figure 1). The consequence of this is that eelgrass data 

is not included and only partly the chlorophyll a data. Further, due to the aggregation and division into 

water types instead of water bodies, there is a risk of the HELCOM coastal eutrophication assessment 

assigning an area a different status than the Danish national coastal assessment under WFD.  

For HELCOM to have an optimal use of the Danish coastal data, Denmark wish to report data for the 119 

Danish water bodies under WFD for the HOLAS II assessment. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The 14 Danish water types reported to the EUTRO-OPER project in 2015.  


